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The task force has surveyed 40 states and found programs and

activities enhancing economic growth..Many states have established
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This ISsue“ram was prepared on .January 3, 1983; by Jane
. Armstrong,’ director,_ special projects. and activities, ECS
Programs 51v151qn. For more detail, ca11 303-830- 37690. ’
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The Issue . - N
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‘American education leaders are only beginning to understand

the complex relationships between ‘education of the work force

.and ‘- economic productivity. That they are: connected <1o one

dqubts. _ For example, Edward Dennison of the Brookxngs
Institution reports  that the increased education level of

Américan workers between 1948 and 1973 contributed 20% of the

rnational per _capita income ‘for those. years, _and_ a recent

study by the New York. Stock Exchange relates Japan's recent

jump in productivity to its increased primary and secondary
school improvement;
If the United States is to reap the ‘economic harvest it

desires, it must invest heavily in education and, government,

business, labof, _military and education leaders will have to

join together in a concerted‘effort.

= .

This Issuegram is devoted to the initjal activites of the ECS
‘Task Forge on Educatlon for Economic Growth.
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ECS Establlshes EconomlceGrowtn IaskeEoLce

Ln December 1b82 ECS Chaxrman James B: Hunt jr., governor of

'~North7 Carolina, establlshed the ECS Task Force on Education

for Economic Growth. It is made wup of governors, business

and: industry leaders, labor representatives) members of the

- technical community jand c«ducatorss The task force H&pes to

encourage. ~each of the r« resented groups to do whatever they

can to improve high- school graduates' ab111ty to contribute
to economic growth. b

The task force has ‘surveyed 40 states in order to discover

.

s
what programs and. activities are already underway.. They-

intend  to use the information 'to _he Ip. leaders at all levels

evaluate _their current” efforts and plan the1r act1v1t1es for

the coming year:.
What the survey shows © . ' -

The  states ‘were asked about their approaches. to the

following: : S :

o Improving student competence -in math, science, computers
and other academic areas; -

o f

o USing- computers to 1mprove eddéét’oﬁ}

o Providing ,1ncent1ve§ﬁ for attracting, retaining and
upgrading educeation personnel, especially science and math
teachers; : . )

o Involving citizens and business and. industry leaders in

;“education; :

Although each of the states reported unlque approaches to the

areas in questxon, three general activities are already

taking ‘place across the countrys:

Task Forces: Many states have established task forces to
study the issues, define the problems and recommend new

policies’ and _ programs. Task force agendas- inctude
consideration of:

g curriculum improvement issues,
~ 0 graduation regfiirement revisions,. .
o ;expan51on of computer use;

o expansion of communxty Involvement in educatlon,



-

o improvement of ‘state economies through education
’ improvements, h
S i L.
o teacher training/retraining issues,

o teacher certification and retention isSsues.

& : : . . 3 ) L
Community Involvemént Programs.. Many states report actiéely
éhgouragihg,citizéh, and business and industry.involvement in-
designing educatign programs. Community involvement programs
reported by thé;Statés center around these: -

\ - o adv1sory councils for voqatlonal educatlon,

S o matching fund programs. in’ ﬁﬁiéﬁffﬁfiGéEé; sectors

' ' donate funds for facuity or equxpment,; .
o 1665§§§i6§ cooperq;;veipgggrams between schools .and

: St industry . --. . _including cooperative research,

. ' partnership  programs, team teaching or c1tlzéh

: - ¢ "volunteer programs, . , 7

s o .customizing - training to suit the needs of various

1ndustries, - ’
o parent workshops., .

’ Enhancement Progfams. These programs fall .into three general
categories: student s&ills, teacher quality and gquantity, -and
curriculum. ] ' ‘ T '
The states are attempting to improve students' skills by the
following: '

o iﬁcreasing high & school draduation requlrements to
_ include more mathematlcs, science, Engllsh and
foreign languages,
o increasing postsecondary entrance requirements,
o 1lengthenieg the school’ year, , .
"' o minimum competency testing, .
, 6. creating special schools or" programs for difted
S students,. . _ i - N
N - - . i L, , ) ~
o using child d%vé}opﬁént programs for pre-school
children, either in the home or the day-care centers.
S 3 N
o -
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Efforts to improve  the quaiityfAAhaugnaagieg of teachers

center _on the follow1ng.
A4

o rev151ng teacher certxflcation requlrements,

b prov1d1ng -tu1t10n and scnolarshlp programs for.

teachers, ‘particularly in science and math,

) maklngff student loans availabe to prospective
teachers; :

E . o providing i?éﬁéﬁtﬁ contracts to teachmrs in
critically needed Subjects: the summer months would

be devoted for such things as retraining and ccurse

preparatlcn,

o providing privaté:ihdU§try ihteknships for teachers;

- .o aiiowing prlvate 1nduery profeSSIOnals ‘to teach

week,

o increasing teacher salaries’

o réqruiting good high school students into teaching,

ng the present.and future teacher Supply and

é si
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Programs to improve the guality of curricula cén;er around
.the: following: . .

FTo devélé@iﬁﬁ_ﬁéw or revised curricula,

o shifting, curricula toward .concepts, applications;,

préblem solvxng and critical thinking, )

o providing state - technlcal _as sistance to local

districts as needed; ' .~ ‘ - .

.

. S o"ihEEéBﬁCihg college level courses in high' school,

i student learning- and achievement.

het
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o . introducing "computéer-assisted instruction to indrease
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Task Force Ldentrﬁies Goals ‘ o

rd

~a

o Create a national understandrng of the need for _a

" well educated _work force ‘and of the changing work skills

o Report on how well currént education programs arve

. preparing youth for future jobs; . ' B

.o I'dentifyﬂ/ alternative policies, programs and legislative
actions " available to state and .- local leaders to improve
education; :

o Promote partrerships among parents, community, business,
- industry, _labor, e&ducation and government leaders to
- improve . education 4,in ways’ that will lead to economic
growth. - I
'ragk‘t?p;?cé Members :

P1erre S. du Pont IV, governor of Delaware

D. Robert Graham, governor 'of Florida

James B. Hunt, governor of North Carolina

Thomas Kean, governor of New Jersey

Richard Larm, governor. of €olorado

Scott M. Matheson, governor of Utah

« - George Nigh; governor of Oklahoma

Robert D. Orr, governor of Indiana

Robert D. Ray,. 9°Y§F@9£W9f Towa
Charles S. Robb, governor of V1rgln1a }

Richard L. Thornburgn governor of Pennsylvanla

anné Lindeman, state senator,; Arizona i

Wilhelmina Deico, state representatlve, Texas

Oliver Ocasek,; state senator; bhio

. - - - _ =

Thornton Bradshaw, chairman; RCA Corporation

J: Fred Bucy, president, Texas Instruments

Ph111p Caldwell, chairman and chief executive offlce,
. Ford Motor Company- .- . '
‘James gamgbell pre51dent,,MISSO Corporatlon
Frank T. Cary, chief executive officer,; IBM
John H. Johnson, president, Johnson Publishing Company
pavid T. Kearns, chairman and chief executive officer,
_ Xerox Company S _
Robert W.  Lundeen, chairman of the board; The Dow

-

- B Chemlcal Company
. Richard Monroe, president, Tlme, Inc.z "
William C. Norris, chairman and chief executive,
Control Data Corporation T~
7 Bernie J. O'Keefe, chairman and chlef executive
* : officer, EG and G, Inc. . : '
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Gienn E. Watts, pre51dent, Communications Wo: kers
of America :
Anna J. Harrison, pr351dent elect; American Assoc1at10n

for the .Advancement of Science

Frank Press, president, National Academy oE §ciences

Calvin M. Frazier, commissioner of education;

~ Colorado - . - -

William C. Friday; ﬁrégiaéﬁE, Bhiversity'éf North
Carollna

Columbia publxc schoois o
Marvin 0. Koenig, principal, Southwest Hiqh Schcol,
St. Lou1s, Mlssourx

Bruce Brombacker, matheﬁatlcs teacher, Upper Arllngton, ohio

1982 "Teacher of the Year .
Judy Moyers, =ducation spec1allst, New York N@w York
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. Research Flndlngs on. Eﬁectlve Teaching and Schools / 11. State Programs of School Improvement

1 frective
2. Achievement Trends In the Arts™ . 12. Compuisory Schooling and Nontraditional Educatlon
3. Collective Bérgélning lssﬁes Cqntinue 13. Education for Economic Growth :
4. Aduit Learning: A Major Trend . _ 14 The Four-Day Schoo! Week
- 5. Low-Cost School improvement _ __ ) . 15. Setti'n'g Up Blue Ribbon Commisslons -
6. Achievement in Mathematics and Science : 16. Student Achievement in Public and Private Schoa)s
7. Testing{or. Teacher Certitication - _ - 17. Iinformation Saciety Challenges 'Education
8. Energy Education: Another Passing Fad? . 18. School Programs. To Prevent Drug Abuse -
9. How Well Can Students Read and Write? 19. Tuition Tax Credits. .
‘ 10. Spectal Education and the Law 20. Studem Minimum Competency Tesllng
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Issuegrams available March 1, 1983: ;
; .
IN . ° ‘
21 State Budget incentives for Quality Improvement -3 31. The siate Legislative Votmg Process in Education )
_ {(Postsecondary Education) - 32. Biock Grant Implementation .
22 State Licensure-Authorization . e - 33. Prayer.in the Schools et
' .23 Recruitment. Selection and Retention of Teachers . 34. Curriculum and the First Amendmem - 4
24. Teacher Shortages . 35! Sex Equity in.Educafjon _
. . #5. School Finance Equgllzation : ] - 36. Legal Issues in Education Testing
26. School Finance Reform 37. Student Skills for a Technology Economy
. 27. School Finance Litigation N H 38. State Strategic Planning for Technoiogy N
28. Programs for Special Populations 39. Migrant Education _ .
29.. State Education Roles and Missions 40. Program Review |n~Postsecondary Edication

J0 State K-12 Governance Structures : - . .,

It is the policy of the Education Commission of the States
to take alfirmative action to prevent discrimination in its
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